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The Gold Rush Arrives in Southwestern Oregon 

● Oregon’s Gold Rush began in 
1851.

● Siskiyou Mountains in the south 
contain active deposits of lode 
and placer.



The Miner’s Code of 
Oregon

"Resolved, 1st. That 50 cubic yards shall 
constitute a claim on the bed of the creek 

extending to high water on each side.

"Resolved, 2nd. That forty feet shall 
constitute a bank or bar claim on the face 
extending back to the hill or mountain.

"Resolved, 3rd. That all claims not worked 
when workable, after five days, be forfeited 

or jumpable.

"Resolved, 4th. That all disputes arising 
from mining claims shall be settled by 
arbitration, and the decision shall be final.”

"Know all men by these Presents: That we, the miners 
of Waldo and Althouse in Oregon Territory, being in 
convention assembled for the purpose of making rules 
to regulate our rights as miners, do hereby on the first 
day of April, 1852, ordain and adopt the following rules 
and regulations to govern this camp. → 



Mining Our Way Through Curry county

● Settlements were established along wild rivers.

○ Rogue

○ Sixes

● Major Cities in Curry County

○ Gold Beach

○ Port Orford



Main Mining 
Operations
❏ Johnson Creek
❏ Black sands
❏ Whiskey Run
❏ Salmon Mountain 

Mine (1880-1890)

Cited from a century of Coos and Curry



Sixes Mining Operations

● Jake Summers discovers gold 

in the 1850s.

● Major Mining Operations:

○ Corbin Property

○ Sunrise Mining Co

○ Eggleston Mine



Whiskey run

● Bovine and Summers discover it
● Many workers joined in
● $80,000 found in 20x20 plot



Lost Soldiers Mine

● Discovered by soldiers in the 
mountains around Coquille

● Has been found multiple times 
since

● Location unknown



How They Mined in the 1800’s

● Lode mining was simple

● Hydraulic pressure washing

● Paning

● Gold “runs”

http://sixes.net/351/index.php?c=sixes&s=y&id=sixes__modern_sixes_
placer_mine_south_fork_front&p=1&p=1&view=file



Early Port Orford

● 50% of miners were chinese
● Chinese could not own mines
● Most miners did not become 

successful
● Port orford’s economy was very 

fluctuating



Tension with natives (1854)

● The Nasomah Massacre of 1854

○ Sexual assaults on native women increase tension

● An altercation with a ferry man and a native Nasomah

○ Roughly 40 men attacked

○ About 21 indians killed



Conclusion

The gold rush in curry spurred our economy and 

was the main source of money other than logging at 

this time. Most miners didn’t strike rich in gold but 

they did strike rich in culture, and you can see the 

history today.



Info: Page 1
● http://nevada-outback-gems.com/Gold_rush_history/Oregon/Oregon_gold_rush1.html

● http://traveltips.usatoday.com/gold-mines-oregon-mountains-111075.html

● http://wells.entirety.ca/lode.htm

● http://www.offbeatoregon.com/o1106d-gold-field-bandits-loot-has-never-been-found.html

● http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/immigration/goldrush.html

● http://nevada-outback-gems.com/Gold_rush_history/Oregon/Oregon_gold_rush1.html

● A Guide to Oregon South Coast History - Nathan Douthit

● https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/brookings/#.WS3UCuvyuM8 

● https://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/files/brochures/updated_Sixes_Mining_Info_July_2013.pdf 

● https://thediggings.com/places/or015-99933587 

● https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/nasomah_massacre_of_1854/#.WTDlG8a1uUk  

● A Century of Coos and Curry



Info: Page 2
● http://gesswhoto.com/centennial-gold.html

● Coast Guard MuseumVisit with Steve Roemen

● In Search of Western Oregon by Ralph Friedman


